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HILIK BAR:

Irakli Kobakhidze’s
visit to Israel was
exemplary
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28th anniversary of the relationship between

TH

marked this year. Diplomatic relations between Georgia

Georgia and the World Jewish Community was

and Israel were established 25 years ago. It is hard to judge
the relationship between the two states, according to the
longevity of their connections, especially since the prospects
for further cooperation are tremendous. For Israel, Georgia
has always been a friend, this is why Israeli elites have
constantly demonstrated that their interests in Georgia go
beyond sheer official and ceremonial relations. How does
Israel view the prospects of cooperating with Georgia?
How important are its relations with the close and distant
neighborhood? What is Israel’s politics of peace based on?

Parliament discussed these questions and other issues
with Mr. Hilik Bar, one of the most distinguished political
leaders of Israel; a deputy speaker of the Israeli Knesset and
a Chair of the Israel-Georgia Parliamentary Friendship Group.

How would you evaluate current relations between Georgia
and Israel? Do you think that the connections between the
states have further prospects for development?
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Israel is a peaceful country that is always looking for
partners. The 1990s have been very turbulent in the continent.
The establishment of new states in the continent made Israel,
which has always been interested in developing relations
with close and distant neighbors entered into some relations
with some region. One of them is the Caucasus region, where
your wonderful country belongs.

After the dissolution of the Soviet Union, this region has
interested us for two main reasons: First, our compatriots
have lived here and second, cooperation with the newly
emerged states seemed vital for peace and development.
We now mark the 25th anniversary of the Israel-Georgia
diplomatic relations, and I’m proud of the amazing and
important relations our two states have.

In connection to this date, the Chairman of the Parliament
of Georgia visited Israel recently; with him, we discussed the
whole spectrum of bilateral relations. | am glad that, during
the visit, Georgia as a friend of Israel was represented by
a young, progressive politician, who received the appraisal
from politicians and the Israeli media alike. | think about this
visit as exemplary. This is because the potential in Israel-
Georgia relations are huge and we are always ready for
closer cooperation with our Georgian friends and partners.
Israel too is a young state but with great experience and
we are ready to share our knowledge with Georgia. | would
like to focus on the cooperation of Israel and Georgia in
the international arena. | think we should put more effort
in this direction and agree on our positions. | welcome the
statement made by Mr. Kobakhidze, the Chairman of the
Parliament of Georgia, during his recent visit to Israel. He
noted that Georgia should support Israel at international
forums and in voting sessions at international organizations.
This statement is very important for us.

However, there are certain problems; | am talking about
hurdles created for Georgian citizens when they use the visa-
free regime.

Israel is a state that should always be careful whether on
its borders or inside the country. Yes, despite all the efforts,
Israel faces problems of illegal migration and it is especially
heartbreaking for us — we are a small state engulfed with
problems created outside and “inside” the country. Generally,
we have no right to turn our labor market into a safe heaven
for suspicious individuals. Israel has a good practice of
allocating job quotas for different countries. Not too long
ago, the Israeli House and the Georgian ambassador in
Israel requested such quotas for Georgia from Israel-Georgia
Parliamentary Friendship Group and relevant agencies. Israel
is ready to do so, and should do so. Personally, | think the
allocation of job quotas would serve the interests of the
Georgian people as well, since they will have a legal permit
to work and they will be able to gain Israeli experience. Any
other scenario is problematic for both states; hence, the
complaints related to the matter are unfounded.

Generally, | would like to emphasize that Israel does not
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implement any kind of selective principle on its borders, on
the contrary, as a tolerant, tourist-friendly country, its doors
should be open to everyone, with the necessary security
measures of course.

As you have mentioned, Israel has to be careful all the time.
What solution do the Israeli leaders think about when they
speak about the importance of securing peace in the region?

| represent “Avoda” Labour party. The Party of Ben
Gurion, that established the state of Israel. The roots of its
establishment date back to the time of the founders of the
Israeli state. It is one of the biggest left-centered political
parties in Israel. We divide Israel’s opponents into two
categories: the first group supports dialogue; on the principle
of “two states for two people”, i.e. they consider peaceful
co-existence between Israel and other countries (Egypt and
Jordan comes to mind here). The second group has declared
“not with you, but instead of you.” They believe that as long
as there is Israel, there will be no peace in the Middle East.
They are wrong, and we will struggle against these dark
forces. They consider Israel the core problem of the region,
but recent developments, such as the Arab Spring and its
failure, as well as the crises in Syria have demonstrated that
these assumption is irrelevant. These forces are only looking
for thousands of excuses they would use in order to ruin
Israel’s reputation, spread disinformation and distort reality.
For instance, the Palestinians insistence on settlements is
merely a cause sponsored by demagogues.

At some point, Israeli citizens were evacuated from
Gaza Strip and the settlements were destroyed, but it was
appalling that no prosperity or development followed the
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evacuation. Israel, the UAE and other rich gulf states support
Gaza strip with billions of dollars every year, but where
does this money go? It is not spent on hospitals, schools
or infrastructure projects, but rather on the construction of
the underground terrorist town that is orchestrated by the
“elected” government of Hamas.

Fortunately, among the Palestinian population and
administration, there are many people who want peace. And |
do believe peace is attainable and possible.

It is worth to mention, Israel's peaceful relations with
its neighbors. If Israel had not developed good neighborly
relations with Egypt and Jordan, it would face serious
problems today. The peace initiators have no illusion that
other neighboring Arab countries will become friends of
Israel, but they can actually be Israel's partners and share
experience in fighting against terrorism and providing
security for their citizens. The same is true about the West;
European countries have become target for terrorists as
Israel has faved for a long time.

| would like to point out a practice of the European states
whereby they routinely condemn only one party of the
conflict, particularly Israel. This has yielded worse results. If
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Europe wants peace, it can play important role in the Israeli
-Palestinian process, for example, by promoting Israel in the
neighboring countries and selling goods produced in joint
Israeli-Palestinian enterprises, instead of prohibiting the
importation of Jewish products.

Iran is a serious threat to Israel in the region. It is
unacceptable to remove the international sanctions placed
on Iran. The world was in a similar situation when no one
believed that North Korea would not create a nuclear
weapon, but indeed the contrary happened. That is why the
world should not rely on Iran’s sheer goodwill, stay idle and
enable it to develop nuclear weapons.

As a Chair of the Israel-Georgia Parliamentary Friendship
Group, how do you see the role of Georgia in the support for
Israel?

Israel and Georgia are friendly states, and that creates
certain obligations towards each other. It is important for
Israel to gain solidarity with the country. The model of the
Knessetthat supports NGQ’s like the Israeli House in Georgia,
is unique model, and to a certain degree unprecedented, in
regard to Israeli hashara (country representation and support
) and in developing relations between the two countries
on a state level. The upcoming visit of the Israel-Georgia
Parliamentary Friendship Group is related to the event
organized by the Israeli House. | would also recall the active
involvement of the Israeli House in the very successful visit
of the Chairman of the Parliament of Georgia Mr. Kobakhidze
to Israel. This was a classic example of cooperation between
parliaments and NGO’s that work on promoting the relations
between our states.

' would also like to point aut that in terms of Georgia-Israel
relations, there exists an effective triangular cooperation —
the Israel-Georgia Parliamentary Friendship Group, Israeli
House and the embassy of Israel to Georgia — play important
role. The absence of one of them would significantly damage
our common cause. No one can play alone. Anyone that can
assist-is welcome.

Hasbara is designed to spread the truth about Israel in
the international community. The truth in relations to the
domestic and foreign policy of Israel is that actions are more
on development and peace. This should be appealing, above
all, for the Israeli neighbaors, since they have an opportunity
to cooperate with the most successful technologically
developed country in the region and gain from these actions.
The second interested party should be the world that has
failed in promoting peace and stability in the region.

As for Georgia, in the 25th anniversary year of our
diplomatic relations, we can only hope for bigger challenges
and opportunities that would catapult the relations between
the countries to the new phase. I'm proud to lead the
friendship group between our two parliaments, and promise
to do everything possible in order to strengthen the ties
between our two great nations. Il



